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MONDAY, APRIL 22, 2013

A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
Published by News & Information Services

Students flock to university’s new library
More than 2,000 people attended the
April 17 Student Sneak Peek of the Mary
Idema Pew Library Learning and Information
Commons, currently under construction on the
Allendale Campus.
President Thomas J. Haas said he wanted
graduating and returning students to get a
peek of the new library before leaving for the
summer.
At the event Lee Van Orsdel, dean of University
Libraries, and James Moyer, associate vice
president for Facilities Planning, talked with
students who were guided through select areas.
Other library staff members were also on site to
point out key areas. Students were excited and
snapped photos with their cell phones, tweeted
to their friends and posted to social media sites.
The Pew Library is a prototype for 21st
century learning, with many unique aspects
such as the Knowledge Market, which
will provide students access to experts in
research, technology, writing and presentation
development.

The new facility is named after Mary
Idema Pew, who was a trailblazer
with a lifelong passion for education.
Her late husband, Robert C. Pew,
one of Grand Valley’s founders and
an early Board of Trustees member,
provided the lead gift that was the
catalyst for this $65 million project.
Their daughter Kate Pew Wolters
currently serves on Grand Valley’s
Board of Trustees.
More than 1,400 donors, including
community members, corporations,
foundations, alumni, faculty and staff
members, students and their families,
helped to raise more than $20 million
for the library.
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Students take photos during a Sneak Peek of the Mary Idema Pew
Library April 17. Library and facilities staff members were available
to answer questions and guide students to key areas.

Bob Stoll, associate dean of Student
Life, and students from Joseph
Graczyk’s Management Team
Building class helped plan the event. Among
other duties, they passed out raffle tickets to
entering students, and provided “I peeked”
stickers as students exited.

Construction will be completed this summer;
a Community Open House is planned for
September 7.

New lab building will aid STEM, health professions
About 150 students, faculty and staff members
attended the April 15 groundbreaking ceremony
for the new Science Laboratory Building on the
Allendale Campus.

will be located on Campus Drive next to the
Fieldhouse, just south of the Recreation Center.

President Thomas J. Haas said the state’s
investment in the project shows lawmakers
The 151,000-square-foot, four-story building
believe in and have confidence in the university.
“Support from the
state is validation
that Grand Valley
is a vibrant, stable
and forward-looking
university that
creates a learning
environment for our
students to succeed,”
he said. “This new
building will help us
continue to attract
talented students
in the STEM
(science, technology,
engineering and
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mathematics) and
Grand Valley administrators, state legislators and a student help break ground for the
health professions
new Science Laboratory Building April 15. Construction will begin in July; the building
fields.”
should be completed in fall 2015.

Katie Carlson, the former vice president of
Educational Affairs for Student Senate and a
biology major, said the new building will help
students majoring in the sciences have inspiring
moments like she has had.
“Small class sizes are very important,” Carlson
said. “The science programs are bursting at the
seams with new and excited students who can
no longer be housed within the walls of Padnos
and Loutit. Grand Valley has helped me grow
and develop in my field, and personal attention
from faculty is crucial.”
Also taking part in the ceremony were Dean
Fred Antczak, biology chair Neil MacDonald,
Trustee David Hooker, and state Reps. Roger
Victory and Rob VerHeulen.
The building will feature nine classrooms, 15
teaching laboratories, 14 faculty and student
research laboratories, study spaces, offices and
a greenhouse. Construction will begin in July
and will create 950 temporary construction
jobs; the target move-in date is fall 2015.
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Across Campus
Professor wins Pure Michigan contest
Patty Janes, associate professor of hospitality and tourism management,
won the Pure Michigan Jump Start Competition with her idea called
Michigan Cares for Tourism. Janes beat four other finalists to win $5,000
to implement her idea.
The competition was part of the Governor’s Conference on Tourism held
at the Detroit Marriott Renaissance Center April 14-16. The finalists had
three minutes to pitch their ideas to a panel of judges.
Janes said Michigan Cares for Tourism is modeled after the national
program Tourism Cares, which brings volunteers and the tourism
community together to help clean up and restore important historic sites.
Michigan Cares for Tourism will clean up and restore one Michigan
tourism site each year. The first is scheduled for October 6-7 when
volunteers will work to restore Historic Mill Lake in the 20,000-acre
Waterloo Recreation Area in Chelsea.

Last issue for semester
This marks the last printed issue of Forum for the winter semester.
News content, including Faculty and Staff Sketches, will be published
online during the spring/summer semester on the news website, GVNow,
www.gvsu.edu/gvnow.
Keep up with campus news by subscribing to GVNow. Each day new
stories are added to GVNow, subscribers will receive an email with news
headlines and links. Visit the website and click “News Alerts” at the
bottom of the page to subscribe.

conference theme is “Build Inclusion: Lead, Act, Inspire,” and the keynote
speaker is Susan Sturm, professor of law and social responsibility at
Columbia University Law School.
More information about the Women’s Commission scholarship can be
found at www.gvsu.edu/wcommission under “Resources.” The deadline
to apply is April 26.
For more information about the conference, visit www.miacenetwork.org.

Volunteers needed for mock disaster
The Office of the Vice Provost for Health is seeking volunteers from the
campus community to donate time during a mock disaster planned at the
Cook-DeVos Center for Health Sciences in early May.
Grand Valley’s Emergency Preparedness Team, county and local officials
will use CHS as an alternate care site to Spectrum Health during the
mock disaster, which is set for May 2-3.
Volunteers of all skill levels will be needed as alternate care site workers
and victims. People interested in volunteering can contact Kathi Vande
Guchte at Spectrum Health at (616) 391-1073 or Kathi.VandeGuchte@
spectrumhealth.org.
Students, faculty and staff members who would like to volunteer during
the event of a real community disaster are asked to register online with
the Michigan Volunteer Registry, www.mivolunteerregistry.org. For more
information, contact Katie Branch at branchka@gvsu.edu or x12729.

Students, faculty thank Washington

Women’s Commission will offer
scholarship to ACE conference

Students and faculty members in nursing and health professions had
an opportunity to say “thank you” to the federal government when a
Washington administrator visited the Cook-DeVos Center for Health
Sciences.

Grand Valley’s Women’s Commission is providing scholarships for faculty
and staff members who want to attend the Michigan ACE Women’s
Network Conference in June.

Marcia Brand, deputy administrator for the U.S. Health Resources and
Services Administration, toured CHS on April 11. HRSA has awarded
several million-dollar plus grants to the Kirkhof College of Nursing and
continues on page 3

The conference is June 3-4 at the Kellogg Center in East Lansing. The
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GVFaces
MarcQus Wright
Director of Educational
Support Program
Before accepting a position as the director of
the Educational Support Program, MarcQus
Wright held a number of different positions
at Grand Valley that all centered on impacting
student success.
Originally from Chicago, Wright graduated
from Illinois State University in 2002 with a
bachelor’s degree in business administration,
then earned a master’s degree in training and
development in 2004.
Wright began working for Grand Valley in 2005
in Housing and Residence Life as a living center
director. He also served as the assistant director
of camps and conferences and then as assistant
director of academic student support.
In his current role with ESP, one of Grand
Valley’s TRiO programs, Wright serves as the
primary program advisor for students. He
also is responsible for identifying, recruiting
and selecting qualified program participants,
managing the department’s budget and serving
on various university committees.

Wright said all of the
positions he has had at
Grand Valley have been
tied to the direct contact
he is able to have with
students and help mentor
them.
“I enjoy being able
to have an impact
on a large number of
MarcQus Wright
students, particularly
those that are typically
underrepresented or underserved,” said Wright.
“Seeing students involved in a program where
they can interact with one another, develop life
goals and academic plans and succeed from
year to year has been a rewarding experience,
regardless of the position I’ve been in.”
In his spare time, Wright said he enjoys
spending time with his family, going to see
movies, reading and blogging. He is currently
working towards earning a doctoral degree in
educational leadership from Eastern Michigan
University.
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What’s Ahead
Conference on Autism
draws national experts
Local and national experts will discuss
teaching strategies for children with autism
or Asperger’s Syndrome at Grand Valley’s
Statewide Autism and Training project
(START) 2013 conference. The conference will
be held April 22 in Lansing.
Erik Carter, associate professor of special
education at Vanderbilt University, will give the
keynote address on “Natural Support Strategies:
Fostering Relationships and Community
Connections for Transition-Age Students with
Autism.” His research focuses on educational
and transition services for adolescents with
intellectual disabilities, autism, and multiple
disabilities.
Grand Valley was designated by the Michigan
Department of Education as the lead university
in the development of resources and training
for school personnel and parents of children
with autism.

Health coach
will visit campus
UMR Health Coach Karen Silber will visit the
Allendale and Pew Grand Rapids campuses this
week to meet with faculty and staff members
who wish to set goals to accomplish desired
behavior changes.
Silber will be on the Allendale Campus on
Tuesday, April 23, from 10 a.m.-8 p.m., and the
Pew Grand Rapids Campus on Wednesday,
April 24, from 7 a.m.-6 p.m. Call her directly at
(800) 316-9946 or send an email to ksilber@
umr.com.

‘Big Data’ conference
will highlight analytics
The School of Computing and Information
Systems will host its first Big Data Conference
on Friday, April 26, from 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. in
the Kirkhof Center.
Jerry Scripps, assistant professor of computing
and information systems, said big data refers to

the sharp increase of the size, arrival rate and
complexity of data that is being generated and
collected by business, government and other
organizations.
“In the coming years it will affect many
people across most disciplines,” he said. “The
rapid increase in data will also bring a variety
of challenges including data storage, data
management and data preservation.”
Faculty members with expertise in data
collection, storage, protection and analytics will
share their work. Students and faculty members
are welcome to attend.
For more information, contact the School of
Computing and Information Systems at x12060.

Happiness Club promotes
positive thinking
A newly formed club for faculty and staff seeks
to spread inner joy, peace and well being. The
Happiness Club will meet once a month during
the lunch hour on the Allendale Campus.
Linda Yuhas, director of Compensation and
Employment Services, said she had the idea
for the club and found that many companies
and organizations around the world have
similar clubs. “People want to be happy,” said
Yuhas, “and we want people here to be happy
and successful at their jobs. We all have times
when we hit hurdles or feel stressed out or
overwhelmed and it helps to be surrounded by
positive people.”
The meetings will include presentations or
guest speakers, sharing of resources and a time
for sharing. “It’s not meant to be like group
therapy,” said Yuhas. “We just want to help
people arm themselves to develop an attitude
of gratitude and hear from those who are
uplifting.”
Scheduled guests include Fred Peeples, who,
at age 82, is an early morning regular at the
YMCA where he performs aerobics and
strength training.

Traverse City center
will celebrate
commencement
About 75 Grand Valley students will
participate in the 16th annual Traverse
City commencement ceremony May 2
at Grand Traverse Resort. Students will
hear an address from a state senator
who is a northern Michigan native.
Sen. Howard Walker, who has served in
northern Michigan as a state representative
and senator, will address undergraduate
and graduate students. He has served on the
Traverse City Area Public Schools board,
and during a decade-plus career in Lansing,
championed funding equity for public
schools, renewable energy and legislation
to protect the state’s agricultural heritage.
The ceremony will start at 6 p.m.
Grand Valley serves approximately 250
students across northern Michigan with classes
offered in Traverse City, Cadillac, Boyne City,
and Sault Ste. Marie. Students from all of those
sites will participate in the commencement.

Registration open for
CLAS on the Green
Registration is now open for the second
CLAS on the Green at the Meadows.
The golf outing, Wednesday, June 19, is
hosted by the College of Liberal Arts and
Sciences, with all proceeds to benefit
CLAS scholarships. The event is open
to all faculty and staff members, alumni,
students and community friends.
The driving range and registration will
open at noon, with a shotgun start at
1 p.m. Dinner follows at 6 p.m.
Register online at www.gvsu.edu/clas and
click on the “CLAS on the Green” link.
For event questions, contact Paul
Stephenson at stephenp@gvsu.edu with
“CLAS on the Green” in the subject line.

The next meeting is May 2, at noon in the
Kirkhof Center, room 1142. Attendees are
welcome to bring their lunch.

Across Campus
continued from page 2
College of Health Professions. During Brand’s
visit, grant administrators explained to her
how the money was being used, and students
told her how receiving scholarships or stipends
made advancing their education possible and
easier to balance multiple roles in their lives.
Mary Stayman-Schenk was working as a
registered nurse after earning an associate’s
degree. One day she had an opportunity to
work with a Grand Valley nursing student who
made an impression on her.
“She had this confidence and I knew that I
wanted a piece of that,” Stayman-Schenk said.
“I had wanted to come to Grand Valley but I
was not sure if I could afford it.”
Stayman-Schenk was among the recipients
of scholarship money from an HRSA grant
devoted to increasing the diversity among the

nation’s nursing workforce. Elaine Van
Doren, associate dean for undergraduate
nursing programs, received the grant that
allowed an agreement with Grand Rapids
and Muskegon community colleges to
ease the transition for nursing students to
complete a bachelor’s degree by offering
stipends and scholarships.
Andrew Booth, assistant professor and
program director of physician assistant
studies, explained how the department
was able to expand the class size in PAS
from 35 to 48 since 2011 because HRSA
grant money was used to offer student
scholarships and hire additional faculty
members.

Photo by Amanda Pitts

Students and faculty members from KCON and the College of
Health Professions meet with HRSA administrator Marcia Brand,
back row, second from right.

A second HRSA grant was awarded
to KCON to increase the number of primary
care advanced practice nurses through the
Advanced Nursing Education Traineeship

program. Cynthia Coviak, associate dean for
nursing research and faculty development,
oversees this grant.
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General Events
Mon., April 22
9 a.m.: Mobile Mammography Screening.
Parking Lot F, Allendale. Call (616) 2672626 to schedule an appointment.

Tues., April 23

information.
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2201 KC. Visit
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more
information.

3 p.m.: GVSU Chamber Orchestra Tour
Sendoff Concert. Park Street Church,
Grand Rapids. Call x13484 for more
information.

Thurs., April 25

Sports

7:30 a.m.: Downtown Toastmasters. University
Club Room, DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
toastmasters for more information.

Fri., April 26

9 a.m.: TIAA-CREF Retirement Planning
Individual Counseling. 499C DEV. Call
(800) 732-8353 to set up an appointment.

9 a.m.: TIAA-CREF Retirement Planning
Individual Counseling. 2227 KC. Call (800)
732-8353 to register.

10 a.m.: Health Telephonic Coaching. Call
1-800-316-9946 to make an appointment.

3 p.m.: Women’s Center Workshop:
“Sexual Violence: A Multidisciplinary
Understanding.” 2201 KC. Register at
www.gvsu.edu/seminar.

Noon: Children’s Enrichment Center hosts
“What Daddies Do Best.” 2264 KC. Call
x15437 for more information.
Noon: Weight Watchers at Work. 2266 KC.
Call x12215 for more information.

3:30 p.m.: Human Resources Excellence
Series: Bias Incident Protocol Training.
2266 KC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/seminar to
register.

Wed., April 24

5 p.m.: Photography Senior Thesis Reception.
1121 PAC. Call x13668 for information.

10 a.m.: Health Telephonic Coaching. Call
1-800-316-9946 to make an appointment.
11:30 a.m.: Johnson Center Brown Bag
Lunch and Learn: “A Conversation About
Intercultural Competence,” by Regina
McClinton. BIK. Call x17585 for more

Sun., April 28

3:30 p.m.: Softball hosts Hillsdale College.
6 p.m.: Women’s Lacrosse hosts Wheeling
Jesuit University.

Sat., April 27
All-Day: Men’s Golf hosts GLIAC Preview
Tournament.
1 p.m.: Baseball hosts Ashland University.
2 p.m.: Softball hosts University of Findlay.

Sun., April 28
Sat., April 27

Noon: Baseball hosts Ashland University.

10 a.m. and 3 p.m.: Commencement. Van
Andel Arena. Visit www.gvsu.edu/commencement or more information.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
Note: The online version of Forum, www.gvsu.
edu/forum, features links to published works.

In the News
Brian Kingshott, associate professor of
criminal justice, was interviewed by WOODTV for a story about the Boston Marathon
bombings.
Jonathan White, professor of interdisciplinary
studies and executive director of the Homeland
Defense Initiative, was interviewed by news
outlets around the world about the Boston
Marathon bombings.

Sketches
Jodee Hunt, professor of biology, is featured
in an article, “Dr. J. Frances Allen: Pioneer of
Women in Fisheries,” published in Fisheries.
Dan Balfour, professor of public, nonprofit,
and health administration, co-wrote a chapter,
“The Prospects for Reconciling Sector-Specific
Ethics in a Context of Blurred Boundaries,
Ubiquitous Networks, and Hypermodernity,”
published in Ethics in Public Management.
Patricia Videtich, professor of geology, and
William Neal, emeritus professor of geology,

co-wrote “Strontium and Sulfur Isotopic Data
Support Chesterian (Late Mississippian) Age
for the Michigan Formation” presented by
Videtich at the recent Michigan Academy of
Sciences, Arts and Letters meeting at Hope
College.
Pablo Llerandi-Román, assistant professor of
geology, and William Neal, emeritus professor
of geology, gave a presentation, “A Modified
Coastal Vulnerability Index (CVI) for Small
Associated Islands of Puerto Rico and the U.S.
Virgin Islands,” at the Southeastern Section
Meeting Geological Society of America in
San Juan, Puerto Rico. Llerandi-Román was
technical program co-chair for the meeting and
also gave a presentation. Neal was coauthor
on three papers relative to coastal hazards in
Puerto Rico.
John Kilbourne, professor of movement
science, will give a presentation, “Using
Traditional Arctic Games to Promote
Sustainability & Peace in the North,” at the
University of Copenhagen in Denmark.
Angela Reed, adjunct professor of
anthropology, wrote an article, “Archaeology,
Service-Learning, and Public Education,”
published in Interdisciplinary Studies.

Rick Iadonisi, affiliate faculty of writing, gave
a presentation, “The Yellow/Red Menace:
Images of Koreans and Chinese in U.S.Produced Comic Books,” at the Popular Culture
Association Conference in Washington, D.C.
Carol Sanchez, professor of management,
and Alexandra Schmid, special programs
coordinator, co-wrote an article, “Base of the
Pyramid Success: A Relational View,” published
in South Asian Journal of Global Business
Research.
Kim Walton, program director for MAREC,
gave a presentation, “Why Renewables Matter,”
at the Governor’s Energy Forum held in
February in Grand Rapids. She also received a
grant from the Michigan Energy office to study
the West Michigan regional micro-climate for
solar energy applications.
Adriel A. Hilton, assistant vice president
for inclusion initiatives, received the 2013
Joseph H. Silver Sr. Leadership and Mentoring
Institute Alumni Award from the American
Association of Blacks in Higher Education,
and the 2013 Michael A. Powell Service Award
from the National Black Graduate Student
Association.

